SOVIET PERSPECTIVE AND  THE FUTURE
triumph of the spirit of man. It is important to
meditate upon the importance of this feeling in all
political revolutions, all warfare, all social tensions.
All of them are supported on an ocean of timeless
feeling of this kind, a feeling expressed no less in the
thoughts and writings of poets than in the actions of
men and women at the barricades. Again, all moments
in which endings and beginnings are conjoined, as in
the agony of childbirth, the seconds of a kiss and in the
bloodshed of death, are felt as timeless in the same
sense. In the living mentality of man there can,
indeed, be no objective measure of time. He may
know of a uniform pacing of the hours, but so long
as he is alive man cannot feel it, and the variety of his
feeling, its lack of objectivity, is also the variety of his
politics.
The liberal conceives of Utopia as a "formal goal
projected into the future, whose function is to act as a
regulative device in mundane aSairs" (Mannheim,
op. #/., p, 197). Each libertarian change is progress;
each authoritarian act retrogression, whilst, as the
liberals attain to power, the ultimate goal slips further
into the misty horkon of the future.
In contrast with these views of the significance of
time that of the Conservative is unconsciously re-
trospective. The past is regarded as virtually present,
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